


1ST SUNDAY OF LENT 
        
      MASS INTENTIONS  

MONDAY, MARCH 11th 
 8:30 AM  - Anne Weber 

                        c/o Mary & Rilla Svirbly 
TUESDAY,  MARCH 12th 
  8:30 AM – Mary Rita Durkin 
                       c/o Patty & John Bell 
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 13th  
 8:30 AM – Pauline Litzinger 

                       c/o John & Joyce Frangakis    
THURSDAY,  MARCH 14th 
 8:30 AM – J. Jude Reinhard 

                       c/o Good Shepherd Friends 
FRIDAY,  MARCH 15th 
 8:30 AM – Jack Bernat 

                       c/o Judy Miller 
SATURDAY,  MARCH 16th  – Vigil                          
 6:00 PM –  For our Parishioners                 

SUNDAY,  MARCH 17th 
 9:00 AM –  Ted & Elsie Stefanak 

                        c/o Daughters 
11:30 AM –  Pamela Wagner 
                 c/o Lewis Brisbois Co. & Jay & Teresa Kramer 
                                                                                

        ALTAR  SERVERS       E. MINISTERS  
 

3/16   6:00 pm   Carissa Ayers                Gary Salatino 
                          Sophia Gill                    MichaleDrda 
                          Blaze Knight                 Walter Drda 
                                                              Jacob Rumelfanger 

          Carol Baker 
          Bob Bleggi 

3/17   9:00 am   ChanceMiller                Ron Adams 
            Sydney Miller               Ken Rogers 

                          Volunteer                     Howard Fagan 
                               Ken Garver 

          Marsha Garver
                       Judy Miller 

      11:30 am   Mary Matyasovsky         Pat Graney  
                        Drake Muir                     DJ Puskar 
                        Aiden Puskar                  Tom Sokolak 

                                                  Volunteer 
 

LECTOR #1           LECTOR #2 
3/16   6:00 pm Kathy Jo Kwiat     Volunteer 
3/17   9:00 am     Jan Kaufman             Ken Rogers 
        11:30 am     Jennifer Muir            Volunteer     

       HOSPITALITY MINISTERS 

3/16   6:00 pm    Rusty Burger/Colleen Pickens 
                           Jen Drda/Pam Esposito 
3/17   9:00 am    Joe Miller, Jr./Darlene Kotuby 
                           Don Kotuby/Paula Miller 
       11:30 am     Craig & Kathy Patrizi   
                           Jake Bayuk / Linda Multari 

Ministers:  Please call the parish office to offer to fill in a 
position that needs a volunteer.   

          MARCH 10, 2019           
 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS – Week/March 10, 2019 
Sunday, March 10th 
 10:00 am – Religious Ed classes  Grs. 1 – 11    
11:30 pm – Anointing of the Sick during Mass /Church 
                      With a reception to follow    
      CSA 2019 Pledge Drive sign-up at both Masses 
Monday, March 11th 
 9:30 am  - Gospel of Luke Scripture Study  
 6:00 pm – Gospel of Luke Scripture study  
Wednesday, March 13th  
  6:00 pm -  Book Club discussion / Youth Rm. 
Friday,  March 15th 
 7:00 pm – Stations of the Cross   
Sunday, March 17th 
10:00 am – Religious Ed Classes Grs. 1 - 11   
10:00 am – Coffee & Donuts / Social Hall  
  

WEEKEND  COLLECTION – March 3, 2019 
Number of Adult envelopes issued …….…….…..…...516 
Adult Offertory Collections  ….……………….$ 5,834.25  
Children’s Offertory   ….………………………….$ 26.50 
Loose Offertory    ….………….………………….$296.00 
# of envelopes used……………………………………219 
Attendance at Mass  ………………………………......486 
 
REMEMBER TO PRAY FOR OUR HOMEBOUND, 
THOSE ON OUR PRAYER CHAIN & HOSPITALIZED: 

Karen Shingledecker – Allegheny Gen., Pittsburgh 
Dottie Stefanak – Hillside Rehab. , Warren, OH  Rm 2401 
 
THE PRAYERS AND SYMPATHY of the parish are 
extended to Alan and Joyce Blanke on the recent death of 
their daughter-in-law, Sharon Blanke. May she rest in 
peace. 
 
WELCOME - We extend a warm welcome to the 
following who have joined our parish family:  Joyce 
Dickinson of New Galilee, PA and Donald Golba of West 
Middlesex.  
 

40 CANS for 40 DAYS  
Help the Altar Rosary Society fight 
hunger by giving a little…to feed a lot!  
Bring canned goods or non-breakable, non-perishable food 
items with you when you come to Mass during Lent. Look 
for the grocery cart in the Gathering Space. 
 

2019 CATHOLIC SERVICES APPEAL 
A sincere thank you to all who made a pledge and/or gift 
to the Catholic Services Appeal. If you have not yet made 
a commitment, it is not too late.  Call the parish office or 
send your pledge/gift in an envelope marked CSA and drop 
it in the collection basket.  Also a letter and pledge 
envelope will be mailed at a later date to insure that all 
parish families have a chance to take part in this appeal.   
Your gift is so important. Thank you for your generosity!  

 
   Sunday, March 24, 2019 
          11:30 – 3:00 pm 
Tickets $10 adults and $/5 

children under 12. Purchase tickets before and after Mass 
the next two weekends. Take-outs available too. 
 



GOOD SHEPHERD CHURCH 
 

FROM OUR PASTOR 
       “Where is God?”   One person in Alabama said to the 
news reporter covering the tornados on Monday.  It echoed 
in the tearful voices of our local students across school 
district lines after the accident that claimed two on an 
otherwise unremarkable Sunday night.  Was God in the 
tornado?  In the accident?  Did God send it to test our faith?  
How can we recognize the voice of a loving God in such 
times of sorrow? 
     The First Sunday of Lent always shows Jesus in a 
similar sort of struggle.  Returning from baptism in the 
Jordan where he was given the assurance that God 
delighted in him and that the Spirit was making a home in 
him he is driven into this bleak encounter with the devil.  
Was the experience at the Jordan to be trusted?  Is he truly 
loved by God?  If God is so loving, why do people go 
hungry?  Why do rulers grab power at the cost of others’ 
lives?  Why doesn’t God save those who are beloved from 
disaster? 
     The readings today don’t provide reasoned arguments 
in answer to those deep questions, but they show us a plan 
of attack to engage the struggles as all of us are invited 
more deeply into the mystery of suffering, dying and rising 
as God’s chosen ones.  
     In the Gospel Jesus engages the devil in a sort of Bible 
battle, which reminds us that anyone can quote Scripture to 
his/her own purposes.  But Jesus unmasks the false 
temptation to believe in a God who would prove divine 
love by acting like an indulgent parent, giving in to our 
every desire.  He exposes the untruth that God uses power 
to manipulate the laws of nature, and declares that God 
does not send misfortune to test us.  God is not a sadistic 
puppeteer who plays with us to test our faith.  In times of 
the greatest adversity, we are being drawn into the mystery 
of divine love.  
     Lent provides us an opportunity to embrace struggles 
like Jesus faced.  Like him, we can proudly claim the power 
of the Spirit given to us at baptism, and learn from his 
Word, which Paul says is every near, in our hearts and 
mouths.  The clarity of God’s word comes to us when we 
go to deserted places and when we fast to sharpen our 
hunger for God. And they prepare us to find God in the 
faces of those who suffer, in the tragedies and the 
unexpected events of our lives.  
      Have a good week, and Remember!           Fr. Glenn 
 

 
Every Friday evening during Lent at 7:00 
pm in the Church.  Attend as a family and 
make the Stations a part of your Lenten 
journey. 
 
 

RICE BOWLS are a Catholic Relief Services’ Lenten 
faith –in-action program. It offers opportunities for your 
family to engage daily with the spiritual pillars of Lent: 
prayer, fasting and almsgiving.   And it’s an opportunity 
for us as a parish to come together as a community and 
reflect on what it means to live out our Gospel call to go 
out and encounter those most in need.  Rice Bowls are 
available in the Gathering Space. 
 

WEST MIDDLESEX, PA 
 

RCIA – Rite of Christian Initiation 
On March 10th at the 9 am Mass the community will 
celebrate the Rite of Sending for Alicia Ayers our 
catechumen (unbaptized) and Rachael Repko our adult 
confirmation candidate.  These ladies have been learning 
about our faith in catechumenate sessions for many 
months.  The rite of sending is celebrated near the 
beginning of Lent.  In this rite the parish community sends 
the catechumens and candidates to the bishop for the Rite 
of Election and Call to Continuing Conversion.  This rite 
allows members of the parish community to express their 
approval of and support for the catechumens and 
candidates. Congratulate Alicia and Rachael on this 
important step of their faith journey. 
 

RELIGIOUS ED CALENDAR 
3-17   All classes  / 9-11 Grs. Living Stations practice 
3/17   Items due for each classroom’s basket for Spaghetti   
                Dinner raffle 
3/24   All Classes  / 9 – 11 Grs. Living stations practice 
3/24   Spaghetti Dinner – Teen Shepherds serve dinner 
3/31   All classes  / Living Stations after 11:30 Mass 
               (Grs. 9, 10, 11 participate) 
         11:30 Mass to be attended by  Grs. 7 - 11 
   
BEWARE OF EMAILS sent by individuals posing as 
Bishop Persico and/or priests: In this age when personal 
data can be misused by scam artists, please be aware that 
the Roman Catholic Diocese of Erie, clergy and entities 
such as parishes and schools will never solicit your 
personal or business information by any method unless 
initiated by you.  Should you receive an unsolicited request 
(including a phone call, email, or text message) for such 
information or a request for financial assistance (including 
the purchase of gift cards of any type), exercise extreme 
caution.  Contact the person or entity by using official 
contact information only. Do not use contact information 
provided in the potential fraudulent request.  

 
WOMEN’S DAY OF RECOLLECTION 

Sunday, March 17      12:30 – 4 pm. 
@ St. Joseph’s Parish, Sharon 

Tickets $12 are available until March 10 by calling Carol 
Bralski, 724-346-9467. No tickets will be sold at the door. 
 

COMMUNITY HAPPENINGS 
FISH FRY:  Immaculate Heart of  Mary Ch., Mercer,  
5 – 7 pm. Serving every Friday in Lent & Good Friday. 
Fish, fries, mac & cheese & more. Take outs available. 
BLOOD DRIVE  - Monday, Mar. 11,   12 noon - 5  pm 
at West Middlesex Presbyterian Ch. 
ST. PATRICK BINGO EXTRAVAGANZA – Sat. 
March 16 at Immaculate Heart of Mary, Mercer. Doors 
open at 5:30 pm. An Irish Dinner will be served ($6.50). 
Bingo starts @ 7 pm. One 12-on pack/$18, other packs 
available. Hosted by Mercer K/C. 
BREAKFAST BUFFET- St. Patrick’s Day – Sun. 
March 17, 10 am – 1 pm at St. Michael Byzantine Ch. 
social hall, Hermitage. $8/Adults; $4/Children 12 & under; 
Babies/Free. Eggs, pancakes, French toast & more. 

.   
 



wing: Light & Medium Duty

       Smith
    Funeral 

    Home, Ltd.
3126 Main Street

W. Middlesex, PA 16159
724-528-3222

Craig Cunningham Smith
Supervisor
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Financial Planning 
 HARTLE ELDER LAW PRACTICE, LLC

CAROLYN E. HARTLE, ESQUIRE

The law firm where we treat you like part of the family

PA

3170 E. STATE ST TAGE, PA 
FAX: 724.346.1107

Email: customerservice1@minutemanpress.com
www.hermitage.minutemanpress.com

FAST  FRIENDLY  SERVICE

FULL COLOR DIGITAL IMAGING
BROCHURES  POST CARDS  FLYERS  PROGRAMS 

BUSINESS CARDS   NEWSLETTERS  FORMS  MAILERS 
RACK CARDS  INVITATIONS  TICKETS  POSTERS

724-347-7575

 

PARISHIONERS REGISTRATION FORM
NAME _________________________________________________ PHONE ________________________

STREET_______________________________CITY_____________________________ZIP__________
CHECK:  New Registration      Change of Address     Moving out of Parish      Want envelopes

Please drop this information into the Offertory basket or mail to the Rectory.

Residential & CommercialLocally Owned & Operated

If you have a pest we have a pro for the job!

Secretary - Deb Sokolak

Church of the Good Shepherd


